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Gazing: 'the last IDEAL PARADISE' is the last chapter of choreographer Claudia Bosse's 'IDEAL PARADISE'

series. (Goethe-Institut Indonesien/-)

German choreographer Claudia Bosse’s performance art-installation hybrid the last IDEAL
PARADISE immerses the audience in a narrative that relishes in being uncomfortable to
experience.

Performed on Feb. 26, 28 and 29 at the State Film Production Company’s (PFN) studio in East
Jakarta, the Asian premiere of the last IDEAL PARADISE is a site-specific work, being completely
tailored around the old studio and surrounding buildings in the complex.

Visitors first enter the exhibition space through the door of a building that does not, at all,
indicate that it is the host of an art exhibition.

A far cry from the sleek and glossy surfaces of typical art galleries, the old PFN building was not
altered in any way to mask its age and grittiness. Lighting was dim in some parts, while air
conditioning units were only available in a few rooms, making it rather uncomfortable to
experience on a humid afternoon.

But more uncomfortable were the installations themselves, with old medical photos and
decapitated mannequin heads showcased alongside narrations describing beheadings in a
terrorism context.

A few performers dotted the exhibition space, unmoving yet at times making brief eye contact
with the audience, which contributed to the eerie feeling of the space.

Beyond the exhibition space was the studio itself, where performers stood in the relative
darkness. While viewers do get to stand in the dim light, the soundtrack played was a constant
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deep yet sharp breathing, with smoke intermittently pumped in accordingly.

At two-and-a-half hours in length, the performance itself was initially relatively restrained, but
performers slowly enter the audience space and become increasingly frantic in movement, which
at first glance seems nonsensical.

Dividing: The two-and-a-half hour performance involves audience participation, or rather the audience

is made part of the work. (Goethe-Institut Indonesien/-)

A break in the performance saw the performers walk outside the studio, which elicited applause
from the audience, who believed it to be over. However, the performance went on, taking the
audience on a walk through the complex between abandoned buildings, while a woman spoke of
gruesome imagery like beheadings and the like.

The second part of the performance saw performers and the audience return to the studio, with
the former further encroaching on the latter’s space by spreading out tarps on the floor that
forced the audience to move constantly so as to avoid stepping on the fabric.

Toward the end, the performers went into a frenzy, kicking the tarp wildly and thrashing about,
with the piece finally brought to a close with a solemn speech on issues like capitalism and
racism.

Bosse noted that she wanted the audience to experience an artistic way of understanding the
spatial and political constellations they are a part of.
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Critically, it is a commentary on territory and terrorism at the same time, while examining the
idea of Europe and its democracy as a sort of “promised land”.

The content of the last IDEAL PARADISE includes imagery of harrowing sociopolitical situations,
such as footage from the 2015 European migrant crisis, but also biblical themes like one room
dedicated to the Revelation to John and its narrative of the Apocalypse.

Splayed: The work, which is site-specific, explores political constellations and issues of terrorism.

(Goethe-Institut Indonesien/-)

the last IDEAL PARADISE is actually one part of the IDEAL PARADISE series, which itself is the
last chapter of the long-term (katastrophen 11/15) ideal paradise project that started in 2013 and
ended in 2017.

The first stage of the IDEAL PARADISE series itself was built upon Bosse’s long-term project with
sound artist Günther Auer, some democratic fictions. The work – which began in 2011 and ended
in 2015 – took the form of interviews with artists, activists and lawyers from 10 cities including
New York, Cairo, Tel Aviv and Brussels on the political situations of the time.

Before making its way to Jakarta, the last IDEAL PARADISE had been performed several times
since its world premiere at Forum Freies Theater (FFT) Düsseldorf in 2016, including three
performances at the Tanzplattform 2018 in Essen, Germany.

Bosse, the artistic director of the Vienna-based company theatercombinat, said that the work
itself did not travel or tour per se, but rather she worked with the space to provide more context
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to the work.

“I normally don’t tour, because my works cannot tour. [...] I’m always really happy and curious
when someone invites me to do a version for a certain context of my work, but I cannot tour. It’s
never the same piece, as I need the time, the context and the people.”

Initially, Bosse was looking for a space that had to do with the history of Germany while also
simultaneously a place in decay. In the end, she was content with the PFN studio for its layers of
history.

“I find it quite interesting with the film studio, because I feel a lot of the national narrative was
produced here and also a lot of political propaganda,” she said, adding that the studio had a lot to
do with the production of the Indonesian imagination.

According to Bosse, the format of the work made it so that the audience experienced the
installation beforehand to get a certain understanding of the material, but the viewers’
independence also allowed them to be responsible for what they saw.

“With the performance over, you can visit the installation again, but I think the order made sense
because I wouldn’t work [give the performance] and then tell them to look at the installation,
because I think you’d be too excited to look at being situated with other bodies because you
cannot concentrate.”

Bosse said she felt the location in which an artwork was displayed or performed contained
certain contexts that could influence the work. In an art gallery, she continued, the context was
“safe”, but elements in the space were inscriptions of history, and could transpose with objects
and sound, in which case the audience could see both.

“You should make visible the context, which is a partner of a work.”
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Dancers in 'The Last Ideal Paradise' rehearsing at PFN in Jakarta on Wednesday. (Photo courtesy of Goethe-Institut Indonesien)

'The Last Ideal Paradise': Radical Take on Idealization of
Democracy
B Y  : N U R  Y A S M I N
FEBRUARY 27, 2020

Jakarta. 'The Last Ideal Paradise' by German artist and choreographer Claudia Bosse is now playing at the old Perum Produksi Film
Negara building in Kampung Melayu, Jakarta, on Wednesday, Friday and Saturday.

The artwork, made up of installations and a dance performance, is a radical commentary on social constellation and political thinking
on territory and terrorism.

Each night, the audience becomes part of the performance, giving them the freedom to interpret the work as they please.

"I want the audience to have an artistic way to understand spatial and political constellations that we are all a part of," Bosse said in
Jakarta on Wednesday.

The two and a half-hour performance reflects social and political upheavals from 2011 to the present, accompanied by footages of
refugees and asylum seekers trying to reach Europe from their war-torn countries.

Bosse critically examines how Europe is seen as a promised land with an ideal democratic system.

"There's this idealization of democracy. We tend to forget who is this 'paradise' for, and who is excluded from it. Democracy could
only exist at the expense of others, why is it still seen as the most valuable system for many people?" Bosse said.

"What happens when the space in Europe becomes the only safe space to go, while at the same time, radical nationalists try to push
people out and create an anti-immigrant narrative?" she said.

The German artist's emphasis on space and body constellation allows the audience to feel what it's like being in a communal journey
and also the sense of being infiltrated with no barrier between them and the performers.

"When in a certain territory, there are lines of demarcation. People often feel their rights are pressed, and when it's not possible to
negotiate their rights, they feel unable to act at all. So this performance is a space where we can realize that relationship. I want the
audience to think about possibilities of how they can act and not just be a passive consumer of circumstances," Bosse said.

For this work, Bosse observed and interviewed locals and immigrants in New York, Alexandria, Beirut, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Zagreb and
Athens. She also interviewed artists and activists involved in the 2011 Arab Spring uprising in Cairo.

"I was interested in the ways of the political organization there and their new belief of democratic movement after experiencing 37
years of dictatorship," Bosse said.

The Last Ideal Paradise is part of a series of artworks called "Ideal Paradise" that started life in 2015 as an installation featuring
more interviews with the people of Cairo and Athens.

The installation in Jakarta was premiered in Düsseldorf in 2016. It was also performed at the Tanzplattform 2018 in Essen as one of the
top thirteen German productions.
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translated with GoogleTranslate  
 

Ideal Paradise in the Museum of Violence 
28 Februari 2020 // Daniel Deha 
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Museum of Violence 

The audience stood in front of the entrance to the show installation room while waiting to be called by Claudia Bosse. -Dock. 
portalteater.com
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Performers perform body choreography in a "The Last Ideal Paradise" rehearsal by Claudia Bosse. -Dock. Goethe-Institut Indonesien.

Ideal Paradise 
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Performers performed a rehearsal for the show "the last Ideal Paradise" by Clausia Bosse at the PFN Studio in East Jakarta. -Dock. 
Goethe-Institut Indonesien.

Sound Dramaturgy 
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The performance in the form of installation, choreography and performance was presented for three days by 
theatercombinant in collaboration with 10 Indonesian artists, on 26, 28 and 29 February 2020 at PFN Studio 
in East Jakarta. 

This performance was supported by the Goethe-Institut Indonesien. Indonesia became the first country where 
works made since 2015 were aired in Asia. * 
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• The German director, Claudia Bosse, directs the theater on 
terrorism and territory in the Jakarta PFN Building. 

• In The Last Ideal Paradise theater, interdisciplinary artists work 
together to produce visuals, audio and video. 

• Goethe initiated the theater by utilizing old buildings in the East 
Jakarta PFN office complex.

 

 

 

 

 

https://majalah.tempo.co/read/seni/159798/teater -malam-di-gedung-tua-pfn 

PERFECT SPACE IN PFN OLD BUILDING 

The Last Ideal Paradise
 

Isma Savitri  

 

The Last Ideal Paradise



14

the last IDEAL PARADISE
tempo magazine, 29. februar 2020 

2/3

The Last Ideal Paradise

The Last Ideal Paradise

The Last Ideal Paradise

The Last Ideal Paradise 
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long john

The Last Ideal Paradise

creative hubs

The 
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Beautiful Water



16

the last IDEAL PARADISE
manual, 27. febraur 2020 

1/2
https://manual.co.id/article/the -last-ideal-paradise/    

 
Photograph by Liandro N. I. Siringoringo 

  
 

 

  last IDEAL PARADISE
Claudia Bosse

Günther Auer
Indonesia’s

theatercombinat, 
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“I
catastrophe

new,”

The Ideal Paradise

“I

survive,”

Akbar Yumni Forum Lenteng

Ghost Team

the last IDEAL PARADISE

Pengkhianatan G30/SPKI 

the 
last IDEAL PARADISE

“I
An Act of Killing 

nation,”

nation’s

 
the last IDEAL PARADISE is held at Perum PFN (Produksi Film Negara), Jl. Otto 
Iskandardinata Raya 125-127, East Jakarta until 29 February (show starts at 5pm). 
For more information on the exhibition, click here.
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https://koran.tempo.co/read/seni/450640/teror -dari-gedung-tua  
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